Work commenced on the most comprehensive library
renovation project at Purdue in the last 50 years. Transfor-
mation of the Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education
(HSSE) Library into the Libraries Electronic Academy
will increase access to technology and library information
and provide contemporary work and study spaces.

During Phase [ in 2001, some offices, collections,
and study areas were shifted temporarily to the first
floor and to the Hicks Undergraduate Library to
accommodate construction on the second and third
floors. Highlights feature new group study rooms for
students, better access through improved elevator and
stairways, contemporary flooring and wall treatments,
and new faculty offices. In selected areas, shelving was
rotated 90 degrees in order to improve lighting for the
circulating collection.

In the second phase of the project, scheduled for
completion in early 2003, the first floor will be com-
pletely remodeled, creating the Electronic Academy.
Front and center on the first floor will be the Walter
and Saraellen Veon Electronic Reference Center,
named in honor of the Veons’ generosity (Walter B.S.
’35; Saraellen, now deceased, B.S. *35). This “nerve
center” will provide users with interactive, state-of-the-
art reference services, including access to reference
librarians either on site or online at the desktop from
the office or the residence hall.

The Center for Scholarly Communication will be
equipped with high-end computers to facilitate ex-
panded numbers of faculty and students collaborating
on digital projects that integrate text, audio, and video
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The Veon Center under construction photo by Pat Whalen

Artist’s rendering of the Veon Center

content. Other technological improvements include
additional workstations for students and faculty and an
automated self-check system at the circulation desk to
streamline book circulation.

The Libraries seek to empower its users in the rapidly
changing information environment. Emily R. Mobley,
Dean of the Libraries, says, “The most important
priority in our work in libraries is to provide effective
user services.”

Plan to attend the grand reopening of the HSSE
Library during Gala weekend in April 2003.

To view renovation progress, go to the Purdue
homepage http:.. purdue.edu and click on “Libraries.”
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