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Purdue University announced a $1.3 billion 

campaign on September 28, marking the largest 

campaign in the history of the school. 

At the same time, Purdue Libraries announced 

$7.2 million in projects with $1.5 million already 

in hand. The campaign will support the long-term 

vision of the Libraries: "In the twenty-first century, 

the Libraries provide optimum access to and 

delivery of information to the Purdue University 

community. Expert faculty and staff instruct and 

assist the members of the Purdue community in 

becoming proficient and productive users of 

information." 

Supporting this vision, the Libraries mission 

recognizes itself as a partner with the schools and 

departments in meeting the discovery, learning, and 

engagement conunitments of Purdue University. 

"Supported by the University's new strategic 

plan, the Libraries are committed to moving forward 

in providing access to the latest information technology 

and resources for the Purdue community;' says Dean 

Emily R. Mobley. "Our Libraries faculty and staff 

are also committed to providing instructional 

services that will develop in our students the skills 

they will need for lifelong learning." 
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Campaign Projects Announced by Libraries 

The campaign calls for gifts of all sizes, from 

transformational gifts, to monthly pledge payments, 

to smaller, annual contributions. The structure 

will accommodate all donors, involving everyone 

who wishes to be part of the new vision this campaign 

is creating. Every gift will be considered an impor­

tant investment in the future of Purdue Libraries. 

Campaign projects include an endowed chair 

in information literacy, scholarships, collections, 

learning programs, faculty support, and a new 

digital publishing center. 

"We're living in the age of the 'dual library,' 

where digital resources have become just as 

important to scholarly communication and 

inquiry as the traditional printed books," says 

Dean Mobley. "While this duality has dramati­

cally improved access to information for students 

and scholars, the challenges of keeping up with the 

rapidly changing information environment have 

financial implications. Success in this campaign 

will position the Purdue Libraries to address those 

needs and serve the Purdue community." 

See pages 4-5 for more on the campaign. 
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From the President 

by Martin C. ]ischke 

President, Purdue University 

As "The Campaign for Purdue" gets under way and gains momentum, it is important to 

remember that every Purdue graduate is a Libraries alum. 

Support from alumni and friends is essential as we seek to carry out our University 

priorities. One of these is to make the Purdue Libraries and other archives the best they can 

be. Libraries are central to the intellectual and academic life of every great university, 

providing the basic infrastructure to help attain our academic goals. 

The Libraries are partners with the schools and departments in meeting the learning, 

discovery, and engagement commitments of Purdue. 

I believe it is essential that we provide students, faculty, and other members of the 

Purdue community with optimum access to information resources, regardless of location. 

We can achieve this by utilizing advanced technologies. 

Having a world-class library system at Purdue is a goal we must achieve to become a 

preeminent university. 
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From the Dean
 

by Emily R. Mobley 

Dean, Purdue Libraries 

You will be hearing and reading a lot about the University's capital campaign this fall. In fact, you 

will be hearing about it over the next five years, as all of us at the University work to raise private 

support totaling $1.3 billion. 

A project of this magnitude causes me to reflect on the exciting and challenging times that lie ahead 

for us. We face a growing body of information resources, rapidly changing technology, information literacy 

needs of students and faculty, and challenges in providing access to information anywhere, anytime. 

One innovation in addressing information access will be unveiled this winter as the newly renovated 

Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education (HSSE) Library reopens. We refer to the new library as 

"The Electronic Academy," featuring the Center for Scholarly Communication, a self-check system for 

patrons to electronically scan and check out their own books, and a virtual reference desk from which 

students can remotely access reference librarians. 

We in the Libraries are committed to meeting these challenges. We are well into our seven-year 

strategic planning cycle. We have a faculty and staff of highly skilled professionals who are involved in 

shaping the plan and committed to serving the Purdue community. 

I invite you to spend time with this newsletter and discover the innovative direction the Libraries are 

taking. We take seriously our mandate to provide scholarly resources and instruction to the University 

community. I hope that in this newsletter you can also see the creativity and expertise the Libraries 

faculty and staff put into their work, the results of which will contribute to the creation of a vibrant 

learning community. 

Our plans are in place, they are measurable, and our faculty and staff are committed to seeing that we 

successfully support the learning, discovery, and engagement goals of the University and the Libraries. 

On a personal note, let me congratulate and thank members of the classes who are celebrating their 

10th, 25th, and 50th anniversaries. The Classes of 1953 and 1977 chose to support the Libraries with 

anniversary gifts, and the Class of 1992 supported the Libraries at the time of their graduation. Your 

contributions have enriched the collections and made possible some of the innovations we've imple­

mented over the years. You'll get an idea of some of the dramatic changes in the Libraries over time in 

this newsletter. If you see anything that captures your imagination or have questions, please contact me 

and we'll talk. 

Thank you for your continued support of Purdue Libraries and please let me know if I can help in 

any way. 
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Development Corner 

by Judith D. Schumaker, 

director of development 

and public relations 

The Libraries experienced an unprecedented 

number of contributions by first-time donors this 

fall. This heightened interest in partnering with 

the Libraries faculty and staff seems to be an 

indicator of the esteem alumni have for the 

Purdue Libraries and of their belief in its future. 

The Libraries plan to build on our successes 

over the next five years, as you can see from the 

campaign information in this newsletter. What 

impact will additional private support have on the 

Libraries? 

Information literacy ensured a priority 

position through the addition of an 

endowed faculty chair 

Richer collections - both print and electronic 

Improved student-worker experience and 

support through scholarships and programs 

Improved digital capability and collections 

Enhanced information literacy through 

corporate partnerships 

Vibrant teaching programs in information 

literacy across the curriculum 

Increasing numbers of graduates with lifelong 

learning skills 

How can you make a difference? 

Gift opportunities vary. Some alumni and 

friends will make larger contributions, such as 

estate gifts or once-in-a-Iifetime gifts. These gifts will 

give momentum to the Libraries campaign and 

ensure our success. A majority of the contributions 

will consist of annual gifts and multi-year pledges. 

They also are critical to our financial strength. 

We're interested in each gift and in each person 

who steps forward to partner with the Libraries. 

Restricted gifts allow the donors to fund specific 

programs or resources, while unrestricted gifts will 

support areas of greatest need. 

Two new funds, the Libraries Innovation Fund 

and the Libraries Enrichment Fund, will provide 

flexibility in addressing change in the information 

environment. The innovation fund will allow us to 

develop pilot projects, such as testing and imple­

menting cutting-edge technologies. The enrichment 

fund will provide training opportunities for Libraries 

faculty and staff to develop new skills as the 

technology emerges. Both programs are impor­

tant as we strive to keep pace with the changes. 

Whether your gift is an annual gift of $100, 

$1000, or you make a larger gift, your support will 
help the Libraries achieve its plan to provide 

outstanding information resources and services for 

the Purdue community. We're working hard to 

support and develop the current and next generation 

of information-literate scholars and professionals. 
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Libraries Campaign Projects 

The Learning Library 

Named Information Literacy Chair 

Information Literacy Modules 

Corporate Literacy Program 

Peer Counselor Program 

Scholarly Communication 

Named Collections 

Engineering Railroad 

Technology Digital Collection 

Scholarly e-Publishing Digitization Center 

User-Centered Services 

Libraries Innovation Fund 

Libraries Enrichment Fund 

Infrastructure 

Named Scholarship Endowments 

Libraries Development Fund 

Purdue University Press 

Purdue University Press Internships 

Purdue University Press Named Series 

$1,500,000 

$25,000 

$150,000 

$5,000 

$50,000 

$500,000 

$500,000 

any amount 

any amount 

$50,000 

any amount 

$5,000 

$100,000 

Ways to Give 

Check or credit card Make a gift to any of the Libraries 

programs by check or VlSA, MasterCard, or Discover. 

Stocks: Transfer stock or securities to support any 

program. 

Personal property & real estate: Gifting real estate 

or personal collections are options. 

Acceptance of gifts-in-kind is subject to approval 

of the Libraries and the University. 

Planned gift: Vehicles include bequests, charitable 

trusts, life insurance, pooled income fund, and 

retirement plan beneficiary. Some options offer life 

income and inunediate tax advantages. 

Multiple year pledges: Monthly or annual pledges, 

or commitments can be paid over the next five 

years, thus increasing the size of the gift over a 

one-time contribution. 

Explore these options on the Purdue web: http:// 

www.purdue.edu/UDO/pages/how_to/index.html 

Figures indicate cost per program unit or minimwn gift. Contact: Judith D. Schumaker 

(765) 494-7987 

jschumkr@purdue.edu 
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President Martin C. Jischke and Gregory A. Wehrman, iunior in the School of Technology. 

Innovative Center Dedicated 

by Cheryl Kem-Simirenko, associate dean, professor of 

library science, director ofpublic services & collections; 

Scott Mandemack, associate professor of library 

science, interim undergraduate librarian 

Purdue students can now tap into multimedia 

technology at the Libraries. 

President Martin C. Jischke dedicated the 

Digital Learning Collaboratory (DLC) on 

September 13, during Parents' Weekend. The DLC 

is an exciting collaborative partnership between 

Purdue Libraries and Information Technology at 

Purdue (ITaP), contributing to the University's 

strategic plan and advancing the strategic goals 

and directions of each of these campus units. 

The first center of this kind to feature integrated 

programming to support both information and 

technology literacy, the DLC brings together stu­

dents and teachers in a comprehensive, high-tech 

learning environment in the lower level of the 

John W. Hicks Undergraduate Library. 

The DLC offers opportunities to integrate 

information literacy, technology literacy, and media 

integration with subject content in collaboration 

with teaching faculty throughout the University. 

This enhanced instructional program also provides 

the only student-oriented campus computing 

environment designed and fully equipped for 

multimedia development. 

The key programmatic elements of the OLC ­

sophisticated equipment, flexible space, collaborative 

staffing, and a strong instructional component ­

promote active learning and discovery. 

The facility includes: a 30-seat reconfigurable 

instruction area, utilizing mobile wireless equip­

ment; schedulable team work rooms equipped 
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Coleridge's poem, "The Aeolian Harp." With DLe 

instructional support, she produces a multimedia 

presentation that incorporates her analysis (text) and 

a number ofvirtual artifacts, including manuscript 

images, a picture ofan Aeolian (wind) harp, and an 

audio file. She uses the latter to demonstrate how 

experiencing the sound of the wind harp (strikingly 

similar to whale song) dramatically changes the 

images that the poem inspires. 

Scenario 3 

Erin and Kwasi, two students from the Leadership 

and Service Learning Scholars Learning Community, 

Alexius Macklin (standing) working with incoming 
freshmen during the summer Boiler Gold Rush program. 

have been volunteering at the local women's shelter. 

Having observed the impact of limited accessibility to 

the shelter by women with physical disabilities, they 

have proposed to their professor that they write a grant 

seeking funds to improve accessibility at women's 

shelters in the region. Using digital equipment from 

the DLe, they photograph and sketch layouts of the 

facilities with proposed alterations and videotape 

interviews with physically-challenged women. They 

then edit the video footage; develop the graphical 

schematics, illustrating the modifications; and 

integrate these images into a multimedia presentation 

to accompany their grant proposal. 

The DLC was equipped and operational by 

August 12, just in time for Boiler Gold Rush, 

the freshman orientation program. Under the 
leadership ofAlexius Macklin, user instruction 
librarian, students were introduced to the 

Libraries and were given opportunities to use 
some of the equipment to develop multimedia 
presentations. Presented with information­
seeking scenarios, small groups of students 
were asked to develop short presentations, 

using equipment and technology from the 

DLC to take digital photographs and video 

clips that were integrated into their presenta­

tions. Staff members were on hand to assist. 
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Earhart Memorabilia Gifted to Purdue Libraries� 

A gift from Sally Putnam Chapman of Imolokee, 

Florida, enriched the Special Collections and 

brought the Purdue Libraries into the spotlight. 

Mrs. Chapman, granddaughter of Amelia 

Earhart's husband, George Palmer Putnam, 

donated the remainder of her grandfather's papers 

relating to the life of Earhart. Putnam had donated 

many of Earhart's personal belongings to Purdue 

after her disappearance in 1937. The recent 

donation of 492 items brings the existing collec­

tion to more than 5,000 pieces, the largest and 

most comprehensive collection of memorabilia 

relating to Amelia Earhart in the world. 

The gift was celebrated at a Discover Purdue 

event in May to honor Mrs. Chapman and her 

husband, Jack, for donating this valuable and 

historically significant collection. The event 

captured local and national media attention. 

Dean Emily R. Mobley announced the naming 

of the entire collection, The George Palmer 

Putnam Collection of Amelia Earhart Papers, in 

recognition of the role Putnam played in Earhart's 

successful and pioneering career. 

At the same time, Mobley announced the 

opening of the digital Earhart collection to the 

world, now available from the Libraries website. 

Many of the original holdings are online, and more 

pieces will be added as the digitization project 

continues (http://www.lib. purdue.edu/aearhartl). 

Among the most notable pieces from the 

recent gift are Earhart's passport and flight logs 

from her first solo transatlantic flight in 1932, a 

manuscript draft of a premarital agreement 

proposed by Earhart to Putnam, and lecture notes 

that capture her time at Purdue. 

President Martin C. Jischke, Sally and Jack Chapman, 
Dean Emily R. Mobley 

While holding the collection for nearly 17 

years, Chapman researched the lives of her family 

and authored the book, Whistled Like a Bird: The 

Untold Story of Dorothy Putnam, George Putnam 

and Amelia Earhart. 

"My grandfather chose to give the collection 

to Purdue because Amelia loved Purdue and 

because of Purdue's generous sponsorship of her 

flights:' says Chapman. "They were married 

during Amelia's time on the faculty at Purdue, and 

they spent time on campus together. I am just 

fulfilling what he would have done." 

Chapman will return to Purdue on March 10, 

2003 to give a lecture at the opening of the first 

public exhibit, "Flight Trails," in the Stewart 

Center Gallery from March 10 through April 27. 
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In and Around the Libraries� 

WIreless Comes to 
the Libraries 

Convenience and efficiency 

just got better. 

Three of the Purdue Libraries 

service locations, Management 

and Economics, Undergraduate, 

and Engineering, were recently 

equipped with wireless technol­

ogy, and the Humanities, Social 

Sciences, and Education Library 

will soon have the same capacity. 

As wireless equipment is 

installed throughout the campus 

over the next year, the Libraries 

resources will become available 

from virtually anywhere on campus 

without logging onto an Internet­

connected computer - in the 

classroom, in work groups over 

coffee, or from outside of build­

ings. Wireless technology enables 

access to the Internet through a 

laptop or personal digital assis­

tant (PDA) equipped with a 

wireless card. 

The technology enhances 

the ways in which students and 

faculty utilize library resources. 

"Wireless network access takes us 

in two directions simulta­

neously," says Cheryl Kern­

Simirenko, associate dean of the 

Libraries. "It makes it more 

likely that some students will not 

use a library facility, while using 

library resources, opting to access 

resources at the desktop. At the 

same time, the wireless technology 

increases the need for library 

spaces that support group work, 

as collaboration among students 

increases." 

Wireless technology can 

transform the entire educational 

environment. For instance, 

students can use PDAs to take 

quizzes and be monitored by 

professors in real time; and 

students can provide real-time 

feedback during lectures with a 

teaching methodology called 

polling. Students can also work 

collaboratively on group 

presentations from different 

locations. Faculty can work on 

projects in between meetings 

without returning to the office. 

The entire campus is expected 

to have access to wireless tech­

nology by June 3D, 2003 through 

a program called Purdue Air 

Link (http://www.purdue.edu/ 

itap/airlink). 

• 

Oldest Book on 
Campus Celebrated 

Purdue's oldest book is 

celebrating its SOOth birthday 

this year. Printed in 1502, shortly 

after the invention of the print­

ing press, it is a collection of the 

Latin poetry of Catullus, Tibullus, 

10� 

and Propertius, first-century BC 

and AD Roman poets. 

Small and leather bound, at 

first glance one might think it is 

a typical 100-year-old book. But 

a closer look reveals some 

distinctive age characteristics. It 

lacks a title page. However, it 

has two leaves at the end that 

contain the imprint. This was 

typical of the times, before the 

title page had been conceived. 

Another characteristic of its age 

is the fine quality of the paper, 

with bookworm holes tunneling 

throughout the volume. These 

small holes only add to its 

characteristics as a survivor of 

half a millennium. 

It has survived time well, 

partially because of the fine 

printing job done in 1502 by 

Aldine Press and Aldus Manutius, 

the publisher. It bears the Aldine 

Press' distinctive emblem, or 

"colophon," an anchor and a 

dolphin intertwined. The anchor 
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symbolized slowness - such as it 

takes for a solid grounding in 

scholarship - and the dolphin 

symbolized the speed with which 

books could be produced with 

the technology of the printing 

press. Their motto was "Festina 

lente," which means, "Make haste 

slowly." 

Aldus Manutius (1450-1515) 

was Italy's first printer (Aldine 

Press) and is considered the 

greatest editor, publisher, and 

printer of the Italian Renaissance. 

He is particularly associated 

with the production of small, 

excellently edited pocket-sized 

books, the equivalent of a 

modern paperback book. 

Located in Krannert Special 

Collections, the rare book is 

available for viewing. Call Judy 

Nixon, professor/management 

and economics librarian, 

(765) 494-2922, for an appointment 

•� 

2000 New Titles Added 
Through Books on Demand 

When students submit 

interlibrary loan requests for 

book loans, Libraries staff 

purchase those titles that meet 

certain criteria, such as recently 

published scholarly works in 

English. Coming from an online 

bookseller, these books arrive 

within the same eight-day 

average turnaround time as 

traditional loans. After the 

students return these purchased 

books, the titles are cataloged 

and added to a collection. 

The three-year-old pilot 

program has added over 2,000 

books to the Libraries. A recent 

bibliographers' analysis con­

cluded that students use these 

books frequently; patrons are 

also supportive of the program. 

Other research libraries 

have emulated the Purdue 

Libraries Books on Demand 

program, after learning about it 

through national conference 

presentations. 

A recent article in The 

Acquisitions Librarian describes 

the planning and implementa­

tion process. (See publication 

citation, page 16.) Six Purdue 

librarians are also co-authoring 

an article about the bibliogra­

phers' evaluation of over 700 

books purchased during the 

program's first two years. 

•� 

Amy Winks, circulation/document delivery 
coordinator, shares information about the 
Libraries with Purdue juniors Katrina Bolinger 
(left) and Melissa Heide, at Purdue Days at the 
State Fair. Libraries also participated in the 
University-wide roadshow at Navy Pier in July 
and in the campus-wide Homecoming festivities. 

Upcoming events ... 

~	 Flight Trails 

The George Palmer Putnam 

Collection of Amelia Earhart Papers 

March 10 - April 27, 2003 

Stewart Center Galleries (http:// 

www.purdue.edu/galleries) 

~	 Tony Kushner, Pultizer-prize and 

Tony Award-winning playwright 

2003 Literary Awards Banquet and 

Reading, March 31, 2003 

co-sponsored with the English 

Department (http://www.sla.purdue. 

edu/academic/engllliterary-awards) 

~	 HSSE Library Rededication 

April 12, 2003 

(http://www.lib.purdue.edu/hsse/ 

index.html) 
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Hal P. Kirkwood, assistant professor of library 
science in the Management and Economics 
Library, presents "Online Investing." 

Investment and Health 
Information Workshops 

The Purdue Libraries 

offered two workshops for the 

general public last summer in 

the John W. Hicks Undergraduate 

Library. Supported by the Purdue 

Employees Federal Credit Union 

Endowment and in collaboration 

with the Tippecanoe County 

Public Library and the West 

Lafayette Public Library, the 

workshops' topics included 

"Online Investing" and "Online 

Health and Drug Information." 

Hal P. Kirkwood, assistant 

professor of library science in 

the Management and Economics 

Library, and Vicki J. Killion, 

associate professor of library 

science in the Pharmacy, Nursing, 

and Health Sciences Library, 

conducted the workshops on 

evaluating health-related 

information, seeking relevant 

sources of drug information, 

public company evaluation, and 

online brokers. 

The Purdue Employees 

Federal Credit Union established 

the endowment in the Libraries to 

support engagement activities 

with the local community. 

Further development of the 

workshops is planned. 

To view the workshops' 

websites, log on to http://www. 

Iib.purdue.edu/pefcu_invest/ 

and http://vvwvv.Iib.purdue.edu/ 

pefcu_heal th/. 

•� 
Class of 1977 
to Benefit the Libraries 

For its 25th anniversary gift, 

the Class of 1977 chose to 

contribute toward a collection of 

contemporary books for the 

Purdue Libraries. 

"Representatives of the Class 

of '77 enthusiastically agreed to 

support Purdue Libraries in a 

wonderful way to celebrate their 

25th class reunion," says Jenny 

Pratt, director of Reunion Giving. 

"The campaign committee 

recognizes that Purdue's Libraries 

are a vital resource for every 

Purdue student and is thrilled to 

be part of an effort that will have 

a lasting impact on students for 

years to come." 

Each book will be affixed with 

a commemorative plate ac­

knowledging the generosity of 

the Class of 1977 on the occasion 

of their 25th anniversary. The 

campaign goal is $25,000. 

Class representatives respon­

sible for planning the project 

and for raising the funds include: 

Christopher B. Burke, B.S. Civil 

Engineering, Naperville, Ill., 

and Linda M. Carroll, B.S. 

Speech Sciences, Carmel, Ind., 

co-chairs; M. Jean Graham, B.S. 

Agriculture, New Palestine, Ind.; 

Lewis D. Locke, Jr., B.S. Civil 

Engineering, Rawson, Ohio; 

Linda M. Sarros, B.S. Materials 

Engineering, Schererville, Ind.; 

Philip R. Steele, B.S. Industrial 

Management, Lafayette, Ind; 

and Mark W. Townsend, B.S. 

Agriculture, Hartford City, Ind. 

•� 
New University Library 
Committee Chair Named 

John B. Dunning, Jr., associ­

ate professor of forestry and 

natural resources, was elected 

chair of the University Library 

Committee. Other members of 

the committee are: Bradley J. 

Alge, management; Dina A. 

Andrews-Cleavenger, veterinary 

medicine; Gregory H. Hockerrnan, 

pharmacy, nursing, and health 

sciences; Jill P. May, education; 

Michael A. Morrison, liberal arts; 

Thomas E. Pearson, consumer 

and family sciences; Shripad T. 

Revankar, engineering; David H. 

Thompson, science; John P. 

Young, technology; and Emily 

R. Mobley, Libraries, ex-officio. 
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The University Library 

Committee is a group nominated 

by the University Senate Nomi­

nating Committee to provide 

programmatic direction and to 

evaluate library services, facilities, 

and collections. This committee 

also advises the president on 

policy and administrative issues. 

•� 
Special Collections on Display 

Open houses at three of the 

Libraries service locations gave 

visitors an opportunity to view 

some of the most unique and 

interesting holdings in the 

Special Collections on Nov. 8 

during the President's Council 

Back-to-Class program. 

Among the featured items in 

Special Collections in Stewart 

Center, the Management and 

Economics Special Collections, 

and the Goss Collections in the 

Engineering Library were a 500­

year-old book of poetry, historic 

Purdue memorabilia, and rare 

books on economic theory and 

on the history of Engineering. 

•� 
Poet Laureate Visits Campus 
"... now he lies / perfected in my 

memory, / down to the red horn 

/ of his nails, hung in the scales 

with beauty and atrocity: / with 

the Dying Gaul/too strictly 

compassed / on his shield, / with 

the actual weight / of each 

hooded victim, slashed and 

dumped." 

So read the passage from 

"The GraubaJle Man" by Seanus 

Heaney on the flyer announcing 

his coming to Purdue. 

The Nobel laureate gave a 

public reading in April at the 

program of the Annual Literary 

Awards Banquet, co-sponsored 

by the English Department and 

the Purdue Libraries. Attributed 

as "mankind's poet," Heaney 

gave an exquisite reading of his 

favorite poems and commentary 

on his life as a poet and an 

Irishman. 

Students, faculty, and the 

public enjoyed this evening with 

the laureate, one of the western 

world's most preeminent poets. 

He is the Boylston Professor of 

Rhetoric and Oratory at 

Harvard and Commandeur de 

L'Ordre des Arts et Lettres. 

A generous gift to the 

Libraries by a donor, who wishes 

to remain anonymous, provided 

the funding for this speaker. 

•� 
Using the Libraries websites 
• Efforts to improve the usability 

of the Purdue Libraries website 

are underway. In order to� 

make information and re­�

sources easier to find, the 

website has undergone a major 

revision based on usability 

testing and user input. Many 

of the resources are available 

to alumni and friends from 

home and office computers. 

The new site will replace the 

current site before the end of 

the semester. Check out the 

new website by clicking on 

Libraries from the Purdue 

homepage (http:// 

www.purdue.edu) and go from 

there. Please send comments 

to wsst@purdue.edu. 

• Find new books in a specific 

subject area or find everything 

acquired and cataloged by the 

Libraries during the past 

month. Go to http:// 

wwwl.lib.purdue.edu and click 

on New Books List. 

• Websites� of interest: 

government info resources 

(http://www.lib. purdue.edu/ 

govdocsl); 

national security policy 

(http://www.lib. purdue.edu/ 

govdocs/ natsecpol.h tmll); 

and the Eoron collapse 

(http://www.lib. purdue.edu/ 

govdocs/enron.htmll). 
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Press/Libraries Digital Project 
to Benefit Researchers 

by 
Thomas Bacher, 

director, Purdue 

University Press 

The Purdue Libraries and the 

Purdue University Press have 

been cooperating over the last 

two years in providing the 

Purdue community access to 

Press publications. The Press 

digitizes its books, and the 

Libraries load and catalog these 

materials for access. 

When the Center for Institu­

tional Cooperation (the CIC, an 

organization of the Big Ten 

schools and the University of 

Chicago) learned of the Purdue 

project, they formed an Electronic 

Publishing Venture Committee. 

This committee is currently 

structuring a program that would 

make university press mono­

graphic content available, digi­

tally, to all CIC institutional 

members. Much like the Purdue 

project, university presses at 

each institution would digitize 

content, and then the informa­

tion would be available to 

university communities through 

their library databases. 

Users of this digital content 

resource are able to finely tune 

searches to get precise results. 

Think of a book as having 

distinct parts - chapter titles, 

chapter subtitles, footnotes, 

general concepts like democracy, 

people's names, place names, 

names of other publications, etc. 

A researcher could then search 

on democracy and Germany, for 

example, and the period 1923­

1930 and the US banker, Dawes. 

The resulting finding might 

come from financial, psycho­

logical, anthropological, and 

literary sources. 

Still, you might be asking, 

"What does this mass of bytes 

provide in the end?" Remember 

that researchers have limited time 

and the proliferation of infor­

mation does not seem to be 

abating. Since the digitized 

content will have been through a 

peer-review process and accepted 

by a press editorial board, 

usually made up of faculty 

members, the information will 

be authorized unlike substantial 

amounts of "free" Internet 

material. Secondly, a researcher 

will be able to finely tune 

searches leading to better and 

quicker results. Further, because 

of the breadth of the informa­

tion, results will be more robust 

and interdisciplinary in nature 

diminishing isolated findings. 

Finally, since universities pay 

substantial amounts for infor­

mation resources, internalizing 

the collection and distribution 

of information will provide cost 

savings and allow for superior 

information collections. 

The Purdue Libraries and 

Press are not simply planning for 

the future. They have already 

taken steps to accommodate the 

students and researchers of 2010 

and beyond. Books are conve­

nient and economical, but they 

have their limitations. The 

digital content resource will 

enhance the printed word by 

making more information 

available in a way that allows 

researchers, faculty, and students 

to access it in a more rigorous 

manner. 

http://www.thepress.purdue.edu 
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New Self-Check System 
Gets Two Thumbs- Up 

by 
Scott Mandernack 

associate professor, 

interim under­

graduate librarian 

The Libraries have a strong 

history of adopting automated 

services and processes as a means 

of enhancing usability and 

convenience for patrons. Over a 

decade ago a system-wide online 

catalog replaced the card 

catalog and then subsequently 

moved to a web-based catalog. 

More recently automated 

services improved with the 

addition of online recalls, self­

renewal, onJine requests for 

interlibrary loan, and online 

document delivery. A logical 

next step was to move toward an 

automated self-check system, 

provicling the full complement of 

improved access to the primary 

user functions of the library. 

Implementing the self-check 

system supports a nwnber of goals 

from the Libraries Strategic Plan. 

Some of the obvious benefits of 

self-check for the patrons are 

time savings, greater user control, 

and more privacy. Self-check 

can increase efficiency and cost­

effectiveness, thereby allowing 

for more flexible staffing 

patterns. 

In the spring 2001, the John 

W. Hicks Undergraduate Library 

(UGRL) and the Physics Library 

were selected as pilot sites for 

the implementation of self­

check machines. Before this 

installation, it was necessary to 

integrate a security system to 

ensure that patrons wouldn't 

skip check-out and leave with 

unassigned materials. 

The first major step in the 

security system required a 

security strip, "tattletape," to be 

placed in most of the materials 

in the circulating collections, 

estimated to be over 1.5 million 

volumes. By the end of Sum­

mer 2002, tattletaping was 

completed in the Undergradu­

ate, Physics, Management and 

Economics, Consumer and 

Family Sciences, Psychology, 

Life Sciences, and the Pharmacy, 

Nursing, and Health Sciences 

Libraries, as well as a portion of 

the Humanities, Social Sciences, 

and Education Library, repre­

senting over 500,000 items 

tattletaped. Tattletaping will 

continue with an expected 

completion for all libraries by 

Fall 2004. 

Initial observations indicate 

that materials checked out via 

self-check can be done in about 

half the time of the traditiona.l 

method. (And that doesn't even 

include waiting in line at the desk!) 

Since January 2002, approxi­

mately 75 per cent of the items 

checked out in UGRL have been 

through self-check. Further, in a 

preliminary user survey con­

ducted in the Physics Library 

and the Undergraduate Library, 

over 75 per cent of the patrons 

who responded agreed strongly 

that the self-check machines are 

fast and easy to use, two of the 

strongest indicators expressed by 

patrons of the value of the service. 

"It's all the fun ofWal-Mart 
@ the library." 

"Very modern. Good idea!" 

"This is a great improvement!" 

Since self-check adds faster 

and more flexible service for 

students, while also offering 

benefits to the Libraries, it's a 

winner no matter how you look 

at it! 
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The Libraries Dean's Advisory 

Council returned to campus in 

September for its annual meeting 

with Dean Emily R. Mobley. The 

group adopted a new mission 

statement in which members began 

terms of appointment for the first 

time since the group's inception in 

1993. Members will serve three-year 

terms on a rotating basis. The group 

also reviewed and advised on the 

Libraries capital campaign. 

Members of the group, who 

represent a broad spectrum of the 

alumni base from across the country, 

come together to advise the dean on 

issues relating to the Libraries and to 

share their perspectives as alumni and 

professionals. Throughout the year, 

they serve as advocates for the Libraries 

in various voluntary roles. 
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