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electronic databases use the Engineering Village 2 search interface. Compendex 
(engineering and applied sciences; 1884-present) and INSPEC (physics, electrical 

engineering, electronics, and computers and control; 1898-present) index the journal and conference proceedings literature.
 
  Connecting to the database  

 From the Libraries home page (www.lib.purdue.edu) click Articles and Databases button and select  
Databases by Title, and navigate down to INSPEC or Compendex.  Also, the Engineering Library web page 
(http://www.lib.purdue.edu/engr) has direct links to the databases.  

 

 Ways to Search: 
 

   Quick Search 
• You can select from 

several fields, including 
“all fields”  
(for example, author, 
title, subject fields) 

• ‘keyword’ searching  
finds words that appear 
anywhere in a record 

• Sort by relevance or by 
year (most recent first)  

• Several options to limit 
by, including document 
type, year, and discipline (within INSPEC)    NOTE:  default search is ALL years 
   
 

   Expert Search 
• Allows you 

to specify 
which fields 
to search, and 
to create your 
own, precise, 
searches.  

  
 

 
For example:  (ergonomics wn TI) AND (salvendy  wn AU) 

 
 

Browse Indexes  
For both Quick and Expert Search, Browse Indexes allow you to pick out terms from the database from an alphabetical 
list, like authors, journal titles, and controlled terms (i.e., subject headings). –clicking the box next to a term enters it 
into the search box 

 
 

   Controlled Term Search 
Papers in INSPEC and Compendex have several subjects assigned to them, selected from a controlled list of subject 
headings.  You can browse an alphabetical list of all the terms, or search for terms by keywords on the Thesaurus tab.  
Once you select a term, related terms, narrower terms, and broader terms are displayed.  Checking the box next to 
a term puts it in the search box, so you can find all the papers assigned to those subjects.   
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Search Results: 

 
 

The Results screen gives you a brief citation, with links to the Abstract, the Detailed Record (which includes subject 
headings and other information), and a link to full-text of the article, if the database knows about it.   
Use the Find it @ Purdue Libraries icon to determine if Purdue has a subscription and/or an electronic version of the 
article. Books and conference proceedings are not available online, and you need to check Purdue’s catalog directly to see 
whether they are available through the Purdue Libraries.   
 
Checking the box next to an article makes it a “Selected Record.” Clicking on “View Selections” allows you to 
manipulate your chosen articles.  You can email yourself the records or download them into a citation manager by 
choosing the appropriate button at the bottom of the screen.  Choose the RIS format if you use EndNote.   

 

Email Alerts and Saved Searches: 
 

 
 
Clicking on Search History allows you to combine previous searches together in different ways, and a box allows you to 
turn a search into an Email Alert.  Clicking the Save button saves that search, so you don’t have to type it in again when 
you log back into the database. Email alerts re-run your search automatically whenever the database is updated, and 
emails you the results. 
 
In order to create Email Alerts and to save searches, you need to create an account in EI.  This account is completely 
independent of the Libraries, and is resides on the database vendor’s computers.  It does not require any sensitive 
information—just your email, so it knows where to send the alerts.   


