
The Purdue Publisher’s 
Pragmatic Perspective

Charles Watkinson
Director, Purdue University Press



PUP Open Access JournalsPUP Open Access Journals

b l• CLC Web: Comparative Literature & Culture
• First Opinions, Second Reactions
• The Interdisciplinary Journal of Problem-based 

Learning
• The Journal of Problem Solving
• The Journal of Terrestrial Observation
• Your journal title here



Where does OA work well?Where does OA work well?

• In hybrid fields where many potentialIn hybrid fields where many potential 
readers are outside the academy.

• In international fields where many• In international fields where many 
readers are in developing countries.
I i t di i li h t ti l• In interdisciplinary areas where potential 
readers are in many different disciplines.









Three Particular ChallengesThree Particular Challenges

• FocusFocus
• Credibility

S t i bilit• Sustainability



FocusFocus

• Who are the audience?Who are the audience?
• What is the competition?

Wh i th i h ?• Where is the niche?
• How is this journal different?
• Why should readers care?

We need to bring the discipline of theWe need to bring the discipline of the 
market to Open Access projects.



CredibilityCredibility

• Robust peer review procedureRobust peer review procedure
• Healthy submission thus rejection rates

I d d i th l it tt• Indexed in the places it matters
• Appearance (copyediting/typesetting)
• Usage measured in standard way

Those little signals of respectabilityThose little signals of respectability    
are even more important.



SustainabilitySustainability

• What are the true costs of publication?What are the true costs of publication?
• How are these costs met?

Wh t i th ti t t ?• What is the preservation strategy?
• Who is responsible for the journal?
• Where is the journal housed?

Sustainability is not just aboutSustainability is not just about 
money.



Where next at Purdue UP?Where next at Purdue UP?

• Each journal needs a Managing Editor;Each journal needs a Managing Editor; 
part cheerleader, part police officer.

• Press offers a suite of services each with• Press offers a suite of services, each with 
transparent costs.
Ali j l ith i tit ti l biti• Align journals with institutional ambitions, 
so that they become imbedded, and are 

t ti d t h i ti f dnot tied to charismatic founders.



Thank youThank you
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