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Central to this mission is the effect of the 
ever-evolving digital world on the practice 
of scholarly communication, particularly 
publishing and copyright management issues. 

In order to have a discernible impact on current 
and future scholarship in your field, ensuring 
that your work is able to reach the widest 
possible audience is critical. 

How you choose to manage your copyright 
is the single most important factor in 
determining whether your work is able 
to reach its potential in today schanging 
publishing environment. 

Knowledge of your rights, the impact your 
publication decisions have on these rights, and 
the varied means available to you to preserve 
some or all of your rights as an author are all key 
to enhancing the scholarly communication cycle. 

The explosion ofdigital information and how 
people access that information has transformed the 
publishing industry. Authors are now publishers. 
Technological advances have created new options 
for sharing your scholarly work with the public and 
other researchers, such as depositing your work in 
an institutional repository. 

While technology opens new 
avenues for sharing information, 
scholars know they must still 
publish in their field's seminal, 
peer-reviewed journals. 
Unfortunately, many publishers 
still rely on traditional 

publication agreements that do not factor in 
new models of disseminating information. The 
terms in these agreements vary widely; however, 
many require authors to sign over all of their 
copyright. 

Why does this matter? Once your article is 
published in a traditional source, you may also 
want to: 

Display the work on your personal or 
course website 

Give copies to colleagues 

Reuse portions of the work in later 
publications 

The rights you retain in the publication 
agreement will determine whether or not you 
can legally use your work for these or other 
purposes. 

Given the shifting publication models, it is 
more important than ever to learn how strike 
a balance between your interests and the 
publishers interests. 
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This publication is intended to provide basic author 
rights information and copyright management options. 

It is not intended to be legal advice. Please consult 

your own attorney for such advice. 
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