
Research/Writing Papers: 
You should be aware that copyright infringement and plagiarism are different but both can have serious consequences personally and 
academically. Plagiarism occurs when you fail to properly cite the source of your information-in effect you claim the work of another as 
your own. Copyright infringement, on the other hand, can occur when you use too much of the work without seeking permission from the 
copyright owner, even if you cited the source. Consider the following do's and don'ts: 

• Use your library databases as research tools rather than simply • Copy entire papers 
googling for sources and information 

• Post your finished papers on a non academic, non-password protected 
• Properly and completely cite your sources website (such as MySpace) 

• Use resources such as Purdue's online writing lab • Assume that just because you cited a source you are not violating 
(http://owl.english.purdue.edu) and/or ask a librarian for assistance copyright law 
if you are unsure about citing sources or about following copyright 
law 

Presentations: 
Generally if your classroom-related presentation materials (such as a power point presentation) are text only, you can be fairly certain you 
have not violated copyright. However, many times you will want to use copyrighted images, music, and video to make your presentations 
more interactive and interesting. Some uses of these works will be covered under the fair use provision if you meet the criteria discussed 
on the front page. Whether or not you are violating copyright will many times depend on who you are sharing the presentation with and 
where it is being presented. Consider the following as you prepare and present your work: 

• Know who your audience is and add or delete works as necessary. • Post your finished presentation on a non-academic, non-password 
Re-evaluate your use of works as your audience broadens (i.e. from protected website unless you remove all copyrighted images, videos, 
the classroom to the web) or songs before doing so 

• Use short clips of music or video rather than entire songs or movies • Distribute print copies of your presentation with copyrighted images 
included 

• Utilize the subject expertise of your librarians and the technical 
expertise available at the Digital Learning Collaboratory in the • Use illegal download procedures to obtain the music, videos, or 
Undergraduate Library images you want to use in your presentation 

Personal Web Sites/Social Networking Sites: 
Many times people are unaware that they are violating copyright when they are posting others' images, songs, or video clips to their 
personal web sites or social network profiles. Being unaware of the law is not a valid defense for copyright infringement. Personal web 
sites and social networking sites are commercial sites and the content on them is available to the world. On the other hand, the academic, 
password-protected sites you use in the classroom, such as Blackboard, have restricted access. Again, once you broaden the scope of access, 
the more carefully you need to examine your use of others' works: 

• Post links to content you want your visitors to view rather than • Download, share, or post protected music, movies, images, or cartoons 
posting the actual work on your site on your site without the copyright holder's expressed permission 

• Freely post text, images, pictures, and videos that you create yourself. • Assume a work is not protected by copyright because it is available for 
These are your works and you are the author and the copyright holder free on the Internet 

• Have fun and be creative within legal boundaries 


