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It is important to understand that copyright issues 
exist in cyberspace above and beyond the use of the 
medium as an instructional tool. Because the Internet 
provides free access to information and ample 
opportunities for everyone to be an author, it is fertile 
ground for copyright infringement. The following 
will help you determine lawful use of information 
found and posted on the Internet: 

Infornlation on the Internet is copyrighted. 
Free access to materials does not put them in the 
public domain 

Fair use exists in cyberspace 

E-mail messages are copyrightable works 

Original infonnation published on social 
networking sites or personal websites are 
copyrightable. In addition, the use of others' 
works posted on these sites can be considered 
copyright infringement unless its use is 
authorized by the copyright law or the owner of 
the work 

Downloading and/or file sharing of video, music, 
and other works may be considered copyright 
infringement unless authorized by the copyright 
law or the owner of the work 

Only legal copies of digital works should be used 

Authors of published works should consult 
the terms of copyright transfer agreements to 
determine if it is lawful to post the published 
work on a personal website before doing so 

The Director of the University Copyright Office is 
available for presentations at your faculty, staff, 
and/or student orientations or meetings. Please 
use the contact information below to set up a 
consultation. 

University Copyright Office
 
Director: Donna L. Ferullo, J.D.
 

Email: femllo@purdue.edu
 
Fax: (765) 494-0156
 

Phone: (765)496-3864
 
Website: www.lib.purdue.edll/llco
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