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B Y  B E T H  M c N E I L

They’re back! One cannot be on campus this week without experiencing the buzz
and excitement of our students returning to campus. Boiler Gold Rush (BGR)
orientation program for new students began on Sunday and continues throughout this
week.

The Libraries orientation efforts, as reported in the March 5 INSIDe are coordinated
by Shannon Walker and the Strategic Communication staff are well underway. I’m
very pleased to report that we are more involved than ever!

This week and last many of our staff and faculty have assisted at the
Libraries booth at ISS WOW!, the multi-day orientation for new
international students and scholars.

On Sunday, August 17, Paul Bracke, associate dean
for assessment and research, represented Dean
Mullins on the platform at the 2014 New Student
Induction Ceremony to kick off BGR.

The BGR Faculty Mentor program is new this year.
Five Libraries faculty, D. Scott Brandt, Nastasha Johnson, Pete Pascuzzi, Sharon
Weiner and I have volunteered. As BGR mentors we met with our BGR team for a

few hours this week, at some of the many BGR activities, to share our stories and to offer guidance
and advice on being successful students at Purdue. I’m enjoying the time with my BGR group very
much and plan to attend a few of their academic sessions this week, including the Friday morning
“Welcome to the Libraries and Information Literacy” presentation.

The Libraries Welcome/Information Literacy presentations will
happen simultaneously in five locations around campus, so that all
6000+ BGR participants will be able to participate in this learning
opportunity. Instructors for the Libraries Welcome session are
Clarence Maybee, Ilana Barnes, Catherine Fraser Riehle, Nastasha
Johnson, and Maribeth Slebodnik.

On August 25 and 26 library staff and faculty will once again staff the Information Tents to assist
students with finding their way on those first two days of classes.

Throughout the year there are many opportunities for involvement
with students including through the Faculty Fellows Program,
Learning Communities, campus organizations, and the International
Center.

Thank you to all faculty and staff for welcoming and assisting our
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STRATEGIC GOAL ICONS
You will notice the use of these icons
before the article that are symbolic of
our Libraries strategic goals.

LEARNING: Libraries
faculty lead in information
literacy and learning space
implementation, research

and scholarship.

SCHOLARLY
COMMUNICATION:
Libraries facilitate and
enhance the continuum of

the scholarly communication process.

GLOBAL CHALLENGES:
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Purdue students, and particularly to all who make the special effort
to help during these first crucial welcoming weeks.

 

 

 

Katherine “Katie” Markee
Purdue University Libraries
July 1, 1968-June 30, 2011

Katie came to Purdue University Libraries in 1968 as a reference librarian in
the General Library (HSSE) and retired as the Oral History Librarian in
2011. She served in a variety of roles throughout her Libraries career
including 30 years as chair of the Libraries Special Events Committee. Katie
always enjoyed celebrating Libraries staff members’ achievements. She was
known for her notes of encouragement, thank yous, birthday wishes and best
wishes and on very special occasions you might have been the recipient of a
small token of her appreciation or a small gift to commemorate an important
event in your life. She was always thinking about others.

Katie enjoyed sharing Purdue history and especially Libraries history with everyone. She always had
a great story to share about a former colleague and enjoyed bragging about how the Libraries
continued to grow and challenge itself and the educational community to learn and discover new
ways for Libraries to be more involved with the education of its patrons. She felt very fortunate to
have had the opportunity to interview hundreds of Purdue leaders, alumni, students, faculty, retirees
and administrators, capturing the growth, changes and history associated with Purdue.

There was no doubt; she loved Purdue football, hosting many tailgate activities and attending all but
a handful of games over the years. Katie could be seen at many community and University events
and volunteering her time at most of them.

Her dedication to her profession, friends and family will always be present in the history of Purdue
Libraries and most assuredly felt in our hearts.

Remembering Katie

Soon after my arrival at Purdue, Katie invited me to have tea with
her using the John Purdue china. I will never forget the graciousness
she exhibited at that time. I would also like to add a second
memory, and that was when I asked her to become the Oral History
Librarian. Knowing that we were in jeopardy of missing the
opportunity to record the important experience and knowledge of
Purdue by many of its senior community members, I asked her to
consider becoming the Oral History Librarian. She thought about it
for a few minutes, and then said, “Of course, I will do it.” I think we can all agree, this became her
mission, and to her we owe a remarkable debt of gratitude for an archive of Purdue experience and
history that would otherwise have been lost. – Jim Mullins

I just want to share that Katie took the time to welcome me to the Libraries when I first started
here. We would periodically go to lunch at Baker’s Peak and enjoy conversation about the oral
history work she was doing. And, I was always touched when I received a personal card or note at
my home where Katie would be acknowledging my husband’s promotions or new position within the
banking community. Most touching was a card she sent to us upon my sister-in-laws passing. She
was special in that way. – Sandy Howarth
_____
It will be different for me walking into work each morning without Katie. We often met in the
parking garage and had simple but enjoyable morning chats about the weather, upcoming events and
everyday life. We always parted with a wish for a good day and a “Boiler Up.” Thank you Katie for
your caring and devotion to the Libraries staff and the Purdue community. – Teresa Brown
_____
Katie took me out to lunch during my first week at Purdue. I was touched by the kind gesture. She
picked Jake’s Roadhouse, which I thought was pretty surprising . . . and fantastic! She sent several

Libraries faculty lead in
international initiatives in
information literacy,

e-science, information access and data
management and collaborate on
Purdue's global initiatives.

INFRASTRUCTURE:
Libraries staff working
together to enhance the users
experience, raise awareness

of Purdue Libraries and recognize the
continued learning and successes of our
knowledgeable staff.

OFF THE SHELF

New

Library Assistant V (C/S)
(Posting #1402282) Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page.
Library Assistant IV (C/S)
(Posting #1402212) Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page.

Continuing

Library Assistant V (C/S)
(Posting #1402156)Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
Library operations Manager for
Digital Programs (A/P) (Posting
#1402178) Check the Libraries
employment opportunities page.
Review of applicants has begun.
Part-time Secretary IV(C/S)
(Posting #1401832) Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
Library Assistant V (C/S)
(Posting #1401721) Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
Engineering Information
Specialist (Faculty) Check the
Libraries employment
opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
Director, Purdue University Press
and Head, Scholarly Publishing
Services (M/P) (Posting
#1401610) Check the Libraries
Opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
Digital Data Repository Specialist
(A/P) (Posting #1400407) Check
the Libraries employment
opportunities page. Review of
applicants has begun.
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kind notes my way over the years. I so appreciated her thoughtfulness. – Catherine Fraser Riehle
_____
I remember in the late 1970s when Katie Markee was the most
experienced database searcher in the Purdue Libraries having had
three weeks of training in the MEDLARS/MEDLINE databases
from the National Library of Medicine, as well as extensive
experience with other BRS, DIALOG, and DATASTAR
databases. At that time she was providing tailored online
searching to most of the research faculty on campus. Yet as
microcomputers became commonplace, she always had time to
help newer librarians improve their searching and marketing
skills as online searching was becoming  a ubiquitous Libraries
service.

I also remember the care that Katie took in recognizing every retiree from the Purdue Libraries, even
those who preferred no party. She would be sure that they were at least taken to lunch, received some
flowers or a special gift. Her warmth and caring for all of her colleagues is remembered by all! –
Gretchen Stephens
_____
I’ll always be grateful for Katie Markee taking me under her wing, teaching me the ins and outs of
DIALOG searching. When I got here in 1984, Katie was running CBIS, a charge-back service for
searching. The Math Sciences Library had just got a PC (dual floppy drives, 8086 processor, 1200
baud modem), and in addition to creating a computerized scheduler for student workers, I was given
an account to do searching. I hadn’t told Richard Funkhouser at the time, but I nearly flunked
DIALOG searching in library school the year before because I had exceeded the budget we were
given for a capstone project.

I did tell Katie, and she showed me the ropes and got me into classes in Indy and Chicago. I recall
fondly one Indy road trip in particular where Katie was driving — she went north on River Rd to get
to I-65 to go south. I remember thinking at the time that it was a little out of the way, but Nancy
Garman and Judy Pask had brought donuts and coffee, so it gave us more time to enjoy our breakfast
in the car. Oh, and we had lunch at the Eagle’s Nest at the Hyatt (my first and only time).

Katie was a great teacher, though I can’t vouch for how good a student I was. However, there was a
reason I helped write a successful proposal for the Libraries to buy the first CD ROM tower for
databases in 1988 — no more per minute charges! – D. Scott Brandt
_____
I have many memories of Katie, all such positive ones . . . her enthusiasm,
her caring, the ever ready smile and greeting wherever you saw her. One of
the things that sticks uppermost in my mind was the numerous cards I
received from her through the years, some sympathy (always with a heartfelt
note), some congratulatory and those “just because” she thought about you
and took the time to send one; like the time I transferred from Life Sciences
to Chemistry and she sent a note wishing me well. The other thing that
brings a smile was her enthusiasm for all of the library gatherings and her
work to ensure they were successful. “Back in the day” we did not have
specific committees in charge of various events and it was always Katie who was at the forefront
picking up food, helping set it out, assisting in clean up. She did it because she loved Purdue, she
loved the Libraries and she loved us. – Sharon Sturgeon
_____
Katie Markee was one of the most helpful and supportive colleagues at Purdue. When I first came,
some 30 years ago, Katie was the Electronic Search Librarian. She had done all the online searches
of Dialog and BRS for all the faculty on campus for years, but by the time I got here, many subject
librarians were sharing in the huge task of doing all these searches. Katie was training us! She took
us to numerous training sessions in Indy, always doing the driving and picking us up at our homes
early in the morning. She liked to take 52 instead of 65! What fun we had. Then when the CFS
Library got Medline on CD ROM, she came over several times each week to give one-on-one
assistance to all the Food and Nutrition students who were learning to do their own searches. What a
godsend she was to me and all those students who could now search Medline FREE. My memory of
Katie is that she was always there ready to help. No wonder she was so well known and appreciated
by the research faculty and librarian colleagues on campus. She always was a role model for us all. –
Judy Nixon
_____
Katie was known for sending cards to colleagues to celebrate special events, during times when
encouragement was needed, holidays, etc. The last card I received from her had a packet of flower
seeds in it. She told me to let her know when they were blooming and she would come by to see
them. She didn’t get to see them bloom, but I will think of her every time I look at them. She lived
her life in a way that cultivated friendships and her work in the Purdue Libraries is a legacy that will
continue to blossom. RIP Katie. – Mary Sego

To view all Purdue job postings visit the
Purdue employment page. If you have
additional questions, contact
Christine Abel or 49-42899.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

An updated version of the “Libraries
Disaster Plan” has been placed on the
Libraries intranet in the Archives and
Special Collections pages. If you have
questions please contact Maureen Sharp
at msharp@purdue.edu .

A copy of the Libraries All Staff Photo
Directory is available on the Libraries
intranet. If you have questions please
contact Teresa Brown at
tmabrown@purdue.edu .

EVENTS AND EXHIBITS

ISS WOW Information Fair
International Students & Scholars
Week of Welcome
August 12-23
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
STEW 314

Boiler Gold Rush
August 17-24

New Faculty Orientation Fair
August 21
1:30-2:30 p.m.
South Ballroom
PMU

Graduate Student Information Fair
August 22
10-11:30 a.m.
STEW 214

Global Fest
August 30
10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Morton Community Center
West Lafayette
Ethnic food, demonstrations and music

Welcome Back Students Celebration!
September 26
4-7 p.m.
Hicks Undergraduate Library
Music, Fun, Food, Giveaways!
Launch of "Why I Love the Libraries"
video contest.

Purdue Farmer's Market
Thursdays
Memorial Mall
August 7-October 30
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
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_____
I found that Katie knew more about the Purdue Libraries than anyone here
on staff. She told me many stories about Purdue and Amelia Earhart. She
could make you think that she and Amelia were close friends. In a way I
think they were. – Dale White
_____
When I started working at Purdue, Katie was the first person outside the
search committee to step forward and welcome me to Purdue Libraries. I
expect that was true for a lot of us and it was kind gesture that helped me
feel more comfortable in a new environment. I’m sorry future new hires will
miss that welcome, but maybe the rest of us will be reminded to help fill the
gap. – Patty Glasson
_____
I will always remember Katie as a gentle, very social lady. She could be
quite frank, in a good-humored way, because she was unfailingly kind to other people. She placed
great value on people and good relationships. – Larry Mykytiuk
_____
Whenever I was in Katie’s company, it was always a delightful experience. I especially enjoyed our
holiday cards and always found her graciousness and energy a wonderment. I can still see her
walking briskly, and with so much energy, she will be truly missed. – Jean-Pierre V.M. Hérubel
_____
I have so many fond memories of Katie that it is hard to pick just one — my first day of work she
brought me a cup of coffee and sat down with me to welcome me to the Libraries. She was always
doing generous things like that to make people feel special — sending little cards, cutting out
clippings of the newspaper and sharing them with people, bringing back souvenirs from trips. She
was very proud of the Amelia Earhart collection and loved talking with people about it. When she
spoke to students, she would tell them about Amelia’s love for Snickers bars. I never found out
where that information came from, but it delighted the students. I think, though, the memory that
stands out most in my mind is riding on the Boilermaker Special with Katie after she retired. None of
us could believe she’d never ridden on it, as she was such a huge Purdue fan and the resident expert
on Boilermaker history. We rode the train all over town and then went to Bruno’s for dinner. It was
really cold that night, but she seemed so happy to have that experience, and I’d like to remember her
like that, with a grin on her face, saying her favorite phrase, “Boiler Up.” – Sammie Morris
_____
When I first came to Purdue Katie and I were situated in the same office
area. Everyday I’d find goodies on my desk from Katie — tomatoes from
her garden, candy, or fliers for events she thought I’d be interested in. She
was a huge part in my positive transition to life at Purdue. I’ll remember her
for her love of all things Purdue, her fashion sense, but mostly for her sweet
nature. Boiler Up! – Carly Dearborn
_____
Katie sure did have a gift of putting others at ease. I will miss lunching with
her and going on small excursions around campus together. She was easy to
talk to and fun to be with and I admired her positive spirit. Boiler Up and
HIGH FIVE, Katie. It’s not the same around here without you. – Stephanie
Schmitz
_____
Sometime during the many years that Katie and I worked in Purdue Libraries, we discovered that our
birthdays fell in the same month. From then on, we wished each other “happy birthday” every year
without fail. About five years ago, when Katie learned that I had never eaten at Triple XXX, one of
her favorite lunch spots, we began a tradition of birthday lunches there. We never exchanged gifts,
but part of our tradition, suggested by Katie, was that she always paid for my lunch and I paid for
hers. We had our 2014 birthday lunch recently and she surprised me with the gift of a lovely music
box from the collection she and Jim Barany had acquired over many years. Katie was a Purdue
booster through and through, and the Libraries and its people were close to her heart. She was a
colleague and a friend, and one of the kindest and most thoughtful people I have ever known. I will
miss her. – Nancy Hewison

 

 

Note: Due to conflicting events in the
area, the market will not be held on
September 11 or 18.

For more information visit
www.purdue.edu/sustainability

Lafayette Farmers Market
Saturdays
May-October
7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
5th Street between Main and Columbia

For information visit
http://www.lafayettefarmersmarket.com/

West Lafayette Farmers Market
Wednesdays
May-October
4 p.m.-8 p.m.
Cumberland Park
Salisbury Street
West Lafayette

For more information visit
http://www.westlafayette.in.gov/
department/division.php?fDD=8-164

PUBLICATIONS AND
PRESENTATIONS

Sharon Weiner presented "What do
Students Learn from Participation in an
Undergraduate Research
Journal? Results of an Assessment," at
the 2014 ARL Library Assessment
Conference.

Amy Barton presented a poster, “The
Weaving of Metadata for the
Preservation of Datasets” at Society of
American Archivists ARCHIVES *
RECORDS 2014 conference in
Washington, DC August 14-15, 2014.

LIBRARIES IN THE NEWS

Purdue Today, August 1
Appointment, honors and activities
Roland G. Parrish Library of
Management and Economics

WHAT'S COOKING?

Grilled Chicken Foil Packets with
Summer Squash
Visit the Libraries Intranet
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Over the summer, Michael Witt of the Libraries' Distributed Data Curation Center
(D2C2) participated as a mentor for a summer internship program that has been
supported by the National Science Foundation in conjunction with the Research Data
Alliance. The intern for his project, Dong Joon Lee, is a doctoral candidate in the
School of Information at Florida State University. Together they identified a need to
formalize an understanding of the metadata managed by the ORCID registry of
researcher identifiers (http://orcid.org) and worked with ORCID to draft a Dublin
Core Application Profile for it. This work will be presented as a poster at the 4th

Plenary Meeting of the RDA in September in Amsterdam. Others participating in study include
Richard Urban from Dong Joon's dissertation committee at FSU; Beth Plale from Indiana University;
and Laure Haak, Liz Krznarich and Laura Paglione from ORCID.

 

 

LCSSAC cordially invites all Libraries’ faculty, staff and retirees, along with their families, to the
Annual Fall Picnic.

September 30th
5:30-8 p.m.
Happy Hollow Park, Shelter #4
RSVP: https://purdue.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_aeMV1JTwLdKKC0d

LCSSAC and Dean Mullins will provide paper goods, napkins, plastic ware, hamburgers, hot dogs,
buns, bottled water and condiments.

Please bring a covered dish and a “white elephant” gift. Don't go out and buy anything, bring
something you already have. Make sure it is usable and not broken, and bring it in a brown paper bag
or something you can't see through. Many interesting gifts have been given and received over the
years.

We hope to have a big group this year for good food, lawn games, crossword puzzle, fellowship and
the ever popular “white elephant” challenge! If you have never been before, give it a try this year.

 

 

The most recent research proposal was reviewed by Research Council and approved for research
support.

Michael Witt was awarded an International Travel Grant and a Research and Scholarship Support
Grant to present at the DataCite Annual Conference 2014 Research & Scholarship Support Grant in
Nancy, France on August 25-26, 2014.

COPY DEADLINE

Copy for the September 3 issue is due
by noon, September 2. Send to
tmabrown@purdue.edu
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