
Benefits and Strategies for Open Access 

 

What is Open Access? Several uses or ‘flavors’ of open access. For our purposes there is: 
 

1. Open access that an individual author makes his or her published peer-reviewed articles publicly accessible on a 
website, repository, digital open archive.  Also called “Green Open Access”.  

2. Open access journals:  
a. these are peer reviewed scholarly journals whose access model is “open”, that is, no subscription costs 

to readers/institutions are required.   
b. They are online. 
c. They are peer reviewed and ALL issues/articles are publicly accessible. 
d. “Hybrid” Open Access journals are journals published by commercial (usually) publishers that will 

charge a fee for an individual article to be “open” in an otherwise “closed” access journal.  
 
Benefits?   
 

1. To the individual: higher citation rates on individual papers: 
a. more eyes on the work, more scholars (at less wealthy institutions), more promising students and future 

scholars, policy makers, news reporters, and the unexpected reader and citizen scholar.  
b. Studies have shown higher citation rates for work that is publicly accessible. See, Swan, A. (2010) The 

Open Access citation advantage: Studies and results to date. Technical Report. School of Electronics & 
Computer Science, University of Southampton. 

2. Greater visibility/traffic to your department/school/university—a way to showcase publicly the scholarly output, 
demonstrate accountability to the public that funds the school, satisfy the public mission of the university. 

3. See e-Pubs download stats. 
 

How to do OA? 
 
As easy as the individual author reads her publication agreement and when allowed by the agreement sends a copy to Dave 
for deposit in e-Pubs. Period.  If the author is unsure we are here to help: 
Low time commitment: 

1. Read the publication agreement, (see http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ if you need help understanding it).  (A few 
minutes) 

2. Email your accepted manuscript to us, with any questions you might have. (A few minutes) 
 

e-Pubs?  
 

1. What does e-pubs offer for open access? Secure, preserved, stable URL, open to Google search engines, excellent 
download and usage stats.  

2. We will now submit work on your behalf.   
3. OPEN ACCESS journals—Purdue hosts several in-house published scholarly journals available in e-pubs. 

 
Sharing Hinges on Ownership issues 
Read it carefully: 
  
The next publication agreement that you are asked to sign for a scholarly journal article you are publishing: 

• Does it allow the peer-reviewed version (often called “post-print” or “author accepted manuscript” to be shared 
publicly?)   

• When publishing with traditional, closed-access journals those publication agreements are critical if you want to 
make a copy of your published work available.  Read them. They may allow open sharing. We can help. 

 
Agreements can be altered:   
Those agreements can also be altered, if you feel you want to, but it often isn’t needed. Just a careful read of the document 
so you know what rights you are giving away and what rights you are retaining—especially related to open sharing. 
 
Authors as Stewards:  We scholars are the stewards over the access of the work we author, and if we aren’t careful we 
sign away rights and the access is then completely locked down in a way that perhaps we aren’t aware of or are 
uncomfortable with. 

 
For more information contact David Scherer at dscherer@purdue.edu 4-8511 
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